UTC and Members Discuss Utility Communications During NextG Alliance Verticals Workshop
Last week, UTC and several of its members and stakeholders participated in a two-day Verticals Workshop hosted by the Next G Alliance to discuss opportunities and challenges related to 5G and 6G for the utility industry vertical.  The Workshop focused on three verticals: utilities, agriculture and public safety, and it explored ways that these verticals could leverage 5G and 6G technologies to support their communications needs.. For the utility sector, UTC and several of its members and stakeholders, including CelPlan, Ericsson, Nokia, Itron, Anterix and EPRI, participated to highlight the needs and requirements of North American utilities. The Next G Alliance is an initiative by the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions to advance North American wireless technology leadership over the next decade through private-sector-led efforts. 
Brett Kilbourne, Senior Vice President of Policy & General Counsel, described the trends in the utility industry, the applications that are supported by communications, and the performance capabilities of 5G and 6G technologies.  During his overview, Brett explained the role and level of importance of wireless capabilities. Specifically, he raised the importance of utility-managed telecommunications systems to meet the demands of a fast-growing market, an evolving grid and increasing security risks to deliver secure, reliable and resilient power. He also stated that utilities were working with commercial providers to explore Private Virtual Network Operator (PVNO) solutions to support new use cases.
The utility requirements, needs and positions were well represented by UTC members Paulo Leite COO, CelPlan Technologies, Koustuv Ghoshal, Vice President, Global Head of Mission Critical Network for Utilities, Ericsson, Amitava Ghosh, Head of Radio Interface Group, Nokia, Jan Forslow, Senior Solutions Architect, Itron, Emil Olbrich, Standards Director, Anterix and Ishaq Mian, Principal Technical Leader, EPRI, all made excellent contributions. One of the goals that was identified during the workshop was to ensure that the utility and telecommunications industries find a way to genuinely understand utility requirements to facilitate productive discussions for their mutual benefit. Some of these requirements were examined in detail, such as the need for network longevity, priority of very low latency connections, the role of capital investments in the regulatory arena and the overarching importance of network control.
This workshop was the kickoff for a long-term exchange of ideas and requirements on the way to the expected 6G roll out in 2030. UTC appreciates the opportunity to be involved in this conversation and work collaboratively towards next-generation wireless offerings that meet the demanding performance requirements of the utility sector.

