FCC will consider use of VLP devices in additional 6 GHz bands
During the December 11, 2024 Open Commission Meeting, the Commission will consider a Third Report and Order that would expand unlicensed use of the 6 GHz band by very low power devices (VLP) in two additional sub-bands, making a contiguous 1200 megahertz of spectrum available for use by these devices. (ET Docket No. 18-295; GN Docket No. 17-183).
UTC met with staff of Chairwoman Rosenworcel and Commissioner Starks with respect to this issue and supported authorizing unlicensed very low power (VLP) operations in the U-NII-6 (6.425-6.525 GHz) and U-NII-8 (6.875-7.125 GHz) portions of the 6 GHz band. However, UTC  opposed allowing higher power limits for VLP operations and/or relying on geofencing to protect incumbent fixed microwave licensed systems against interference from higher power VLP. UTC explained that unlicensed operations in the 6 GHz band, including VLP, pose a significant potential of harmful interference to utility fixed microwave licensed systems, which in turn could compromise the safety, reliability and security of utility critical infrastructure and personnel. Finally, UTC urged the Commission to require new unlicensed devices to accept mandatory firmware updates, because it would be unlikely that equipment manufacturers would install this capability in unlicensed devices unless the FCC required them to do so.
